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ABSTRACT 
The teaching of English which often implies the teaching of norms and cultures 
embedded with in English language may create tensions among students. To help 
Moslem students minimize the tensions, teachers may integrate Islamic message in the 
teaching of English. Since this is possible to carry out within the curriculum. The 
writer offers some ways of integrating Islamic messages in the English teaching, such 
as using English course book, and authentic material containing Islamic messages. 
Key words:Islamic messages, English teaching, Moslem students 
ost of students in Indonesia are Moslems. They study Islam in Islamic or public 
school start from elementary until university level. They get some knowledge 
of Islam not only at school but also outside such as at home, at mosque, TPA or Islamic 
community. Most of them have good Islamic background knowledge and they applied it 
in their daily life such as praying, fasting, reciting holy Qur’an and others.  
 One way to build the students’ character in learning teaching process is by using 
Islamicmaterials. The teacher  sharessome knowledge about Islam and asks them to do 
variousIslamic practice in their daily life. The teacher conducts same evaluation and 
gives them guidance how to practice it correctly. 
 In Indonesia context, more than 90% of students live in Islamic societies using 
Islamic norms. They have done many Islamic practice that compulsary for them to get 
reward from Allah SWT. They have good awareness to do it because their parents, 
family and societies support them to do it. The knowledge became increased time by 
time based on the level of their education. It impact to their character building. 
 In the context of teaching English, most of teachers still think that the students 
background of Islamic knowledge not too important to be exposed in learning teaching 
M 
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process. They focus only to the material in the curriculum and the topic being discussed 
that is provided in many English books. They do not know how integrate the students’ 
Islamic background knowledge in teaching English. Many research findings and 
theories believe that integrating Islamic message into English language teaching can 
build students good Islamic character. They can speak everything about Islam both 
knowledge and implementation in English and share their idea about Islamic message 
that can useful for them and other people in their society so that they have both  English 
ability and Islamic knowledge and practice as well. 
The target of teaching English is not only to make students have ability to 
communicate in English well but also have good character through the material used by 
teacher. In fact, the teacher just focusesonthe use the material from the book that 
contains general material that are more closely with western culture. The material did 
not give much contribution to build students’ character otherwise they live in north 
culture that most closely to Islamic value. 
 To overcome the problem, one of material that can be used by teacher is Islamic 
material that contain Islamic message to built students’ character. Integrating Islamic 
messages in the English teaching might build students Islamic character since they have 
much knowledge and experience relating to Islam such as praying, fasting, zakah, etc. If 
they can share the idea about their Islamic knowledge in English, it can improve both 
their English competence and their Islamic knowledge. Furthermore, it can build 
students’ character toward Islam. In this article, the writer will exemplify practical ways 
of how to integrate Islamic contents and message into learning material. 
A. Integrating Islamic Messages in English Teaching in Indonesia 
Integrating Islamic messages in the English teaching might prevents students from 
feeling bewildered. It might reduce the tension between imperialistic English language. 
The students can improve their English skill such as listening, speaking, reading and 
writing and get Islamic knowledge at the same time. For the teacher, the teaching 
English is still in context but with values that are in line with the students’ own values. 
This is also to respond to the advice from among Islamic school community in 
Indonesia that the English language training should be pure, that is, there should be no 
223 
 
Batusangkar International Conference I, 15-16 October 2016 
 
hidden agenda to introduce Western values which are often characterized as lacking in a 
strong moral foundation, and the teaching materials should be appropriate to an Islamic 
educational environment. Indonesia Australia Language Foundation (2007). In the 
Indonesian context, similar to many other Asian countries, the practical importance of 
English is recognized but the learning of Western values is not desired (Kirkpatrick & 
Prescott, 1995:99). To accommodate the objections from the Islamic school community, 
writers and teachers need to modify English, which is, an imperialistic language 
(Phillipson,1992), into an instrumental language.  
The curriculum start from elementary until university level in Indonesia gives 
chance to the teacher to develop their own material by referring to content standart 
issued by Board of National Standards of Education (Badan Standar Nasional 
Pendidikan/ BSNP). Teacher have opportunities to integrate any specific contents in line 
with school mission. For Islamic schools, the teacher can design Islamic material with 
Islamic message while helping the students to master the targeted English language 
skills and components. 
B. How to Integrate Islamic message in the English Teaching 
1. Using English course book containing Islamic Message. 
The teacher can use book under the title “ Islamic Studies” that is written by 
Molvi Abdul Aziz, MA, English literature. He wrote 12 book of Islamic Studies start 
from grade 1 to 12. The content of the book consists of Islamic message. All of the 
series of the book covers all areas of Islamic studies, such as tafseer, hadeeth, tawheed, 
fiqh, seerah and general etiquette relating to different areas and situation. The series of 
books aims to acquaint the students with the teaching of Islam in every aspect: belief, 
practices and moral conduct. The series, with its unique features, certainly fills a gap in 
this area which has long been partially. As illustration, the topic discuss in book grade 2, 
such as: Allah as Creator, Allah is All knowing, All seeing, Man – The Faith of a 
Muslim, The Angels, The Book of Allah, The Prophets of Allah, Istinja,  The five pillar 
of Islam, The Five daily Prayers, The Masjid, How to perform Wudhu, Al adhan, The 
Tashahhud, Dhikr and Du’aa, Surahh from Qur’an, Fasting, Zakah, Islamic Ettiquite, 
etc. 
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To use the book, teachers should do many ways: First, teachers should find the 
material that appropriate with the syllabus. For example, if the teachers want to discuss 
about descriptive text, they can choose the text in the book such as: Allah is as 
creator.The text describes about Allah. If they want to teach about procedure text they 
can choose the text with the topics, such as How to perform Wudhu. If the teachers want 
to teach about narrative text, they can choose the text with the topic, such as The 
prophets of Allah SWT. Second, The teacher should develop the material by designing 
challenging task or exercise such as worksheet to the students. The task can motivate 
the students’ English skill. Third, The teacher should design activities that can 
encourage students' listening, speaking, reading and writing skill. Finally, the teachers 
can design assessment to measure students’ English skill.  
A major advantage our Islamic School educators have is the wealth of resources, 
and veracity of those resources.  The first and foremost resource is the Holy Qur’an, 
which is, among other things, a Book of wisdom and guidance.   
“Verily We have revealed The Book to thee In Truth, for (instructing) mankind.” 
[39:41] 
The Holy Qur’an is a book of guidance for mankind. It is a book of Allah that 
throws light on all the keywords, topics, sciences and disciplines dealt within its verses. 
The guidance and light of the Holy Qur’an and the model behavior of Prophet 
Muhammad (SAW) as a ‘Sociologist’ of social change and development form the basis 
of the guidelines within the Social Studies andLanguage Arts curricula. 
 The second major resource is the hadith, which complements the Holy Qur’an.   
“Seek knowledge from the cradle to the grave.”  
This famous hadith of our beloved Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) 
confirms that the pursuit of knowledge is a fundamental responsibility for every 
Muslim, male and female. It also indicates to us that knowledge involves a process in 
order to obtain and retain information, gain understanding by personal experience, and 
most importantly, develop a clear perception of truth.  
Other resources include the life of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), 
and other important Muslims, including all the prophets of Allah, the sahaba, family of 
ProphetMuhammad (peace be upon him), scholars, and leaders in various fields. The 
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students must acquire the knowledge of Geography in the Islamic perspective through 
Quranic references. The holy Qur’an is replete with ayahs on all geographical concepts 
and theories. 
Some examples, teaching young students the concept of Allah as the only 
Provider(Ar-Razzaq) of sustenance to all living things can be initiated from the 
Kindergarten level. More examples can include the abundance of food for human 
consumption and its value and benefits, dietary restrictions in light of halal and haram 
foods, Allah’s bounties like making of rain andother provisions of water resources, 
introduction of Hijri calendar. Every Hijri month has aremarkable historical and/or 
geographical events tied to it. As an example, Ramadan and Zilhajjare named after the 
Islamic pillars of Hajj and fasting and other months are named after eventsthat occurred 
during those times. 
Desai & Sonday (2005) Explain that students can learn about the works of great 
Muslim explorers right from the times of Prophet[SWS]. The travels of Muslims to 
Mecca and Medina for Hajj led them to further explore the lands beyond the peninsula. 
Muslims geographers have done a significant work in the field of geography. It has been 
noted that the works of Muslim geographers in the 8th and 14th century were much 
more accurate than that of the Christian world. Al-Idrisi, Ibn-Batuta, and IbnKhaldun, 
The English language arts curriculum, which includes reading, grammar, writing, 
speaking, listening, vocabulary, and literature, can promote appreciation for, and 
development of, Islamic knowledge and values by incorporating Islamic elements into 
the lessons, and in most cases, they apply to all grade levels.  
Listening  
The teacher can play the video or recording that the topic related to Islamic 
message. Such as The description of prophet Muhammad SAW. It makes the students 
closer with the prophet. They will know good character from the prophet and it is hoped 
that they can imitate the character for their future life.  
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Speaking 
These can be used as follow-up activities and even evaluation tools for reading, 
writing, and literature. Students of all ages will enjoy debates, especially if they relate to 
current events and moral dilemmas. Younger children can be encouraged to bring 
religious items for Show and Tell. 
The teacher can ask the students to discussIslamic topic that really closed with their life, 
such as salah, zakah, fasting, pilgrimage, wudhu, Islamic community. They can discuss 
Islamic issue that they got from media such as TV, Radio, Internet, News paper.  
Reading 
The first word of the Holy Qur’an that was revealed to Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him) is “READ” which is also a command of Allah (swt). This indicates 
the importance of reading, a skill that is required in all disciplines. We should therefore 
instill in our students a love for reading, and provide them with meaningful and morally 
appropriate material. This can be achieved by incorporating Islamic selections, like 
biographies of important Muslims, both past and present. Many of these biographies can 
be accessed via the internet. Biographies of the prophets of Allah, especially Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon him), the Khulafae Rashideen, sahaba, Muslim women, will 
demonstrate to students the high value placed on moral character, noble conduct, and 
hard work, and provide students with Islamic role models so that students see the 
viability of Islam in their communities. 
Narratives and parables are excellent teaching tools; as mentioned in the Holy Qur’an:  
“We have put forth for men, in this Qur’an. 
Every kind of Parable, in order that they may receive admonition.” [39:27]  
Make students aware that there is a syrah named Syrah Quasars (Narration). These same 
readingselections can then be used to teach grammar, vocabulary, and literature, so that 
it serves asfurther reinforcement.  
Grammar 
Here, the whole language approach is quite useful; it illustrates the application 
of grammar rules within context, making it more meaningful. Identify common and 
proper nouns, verbs, and other parts of speech related to Islam. Point out that the word 
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'Muslim' is a proper noun; and how the use of active and passive voice indicates the 
author’s bias.  
Writing 
We need to know how to write so that we may record. Allah (swt) states in the 
Holy Qur’an that we should record contracts and agreements. For free-writing activities, 
use prompts with Islamic themes. For example, “I was on my way to the mosque to pray 
maghrib, when …", or select an ayah from the Holy Qur’an, or a hadith. There are many 
expository writing topics to choose from, like “How to do wudhu”, “How to behave in 
the masjid.”, and so forth. Illustrate to students the need to consider the audience, 
especially when writing a persuasive paper, or an informative paper. One method would 
be assigning the same topic to the whole class. Then,dividing the students into groups 
and giving each group of a different audience. Allowing the groups to share their essays 
with the whole class and asking students to compare how the audience determines the 
content and tone of the final product. A pertinent topic would be “What is a Muslim?” 
and students would be required to write to Muslim and Non-Muslim audiences.  
Vocabulary 
Depending on grade level, providing the definition of Islamic terms, or asking 
students to use the dictionary to find the meaning of the words. Elementary level 
students should be exposed to daily Islamic words within context, and should be 
introduced to the Asma-ul-Husna, the Most Beautiful Names of Allah. Synonyms of 
common Islamic terms can also be taught, example mashed and mosque, which are used 
interchangeably. Make students aware of the many English words that are of Arabic 
origin, or are derived from Arabic. For higher-grade levels, teach students how the 
meaning and tone of a passage can be determined by words with strong positive or 
negative connotations.  
2. Using authentic material contain Islamic message 
Authentic materials are resources, both written and oral, created by native 
speakers and published in contexts designed specifically for native speaker 
consumption, with no thought given to non- native accessibility. The material are 
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produced to fulfill some social purpose in the language community and originally not 
intended for teaching learning process. 
In today’s globalized world, a lot of authentic materials are available and easily 
can be found, but the most commonly used perhaps are: news paper, TV programs, 
megazines, the internet, movies, song, brochures, comics, literature (novel, poems, and 
short stories), and so forth. Umam (2014) suggests the websites To find articles with 
Islamic messages, the teachers may visit, for instance, Islamicschool.com, 
ottawaIslamicshool.org, calgaryIslamicschool.com, realislam.com. Other sources for 
Islamic articles are haqislam.org, Islamicfinder.org, Islamicaccademy.org, or 
http://islamreligion.com. In these websites, the teachers may find news and articles 
about qur’an, haeeth, du’as, Islamic manners, Islamic quotes, marriage in Islam, Eid 
and zakatal fithr, rights and duties of women, hajj in Qur’an and Sunnah, selecting a 
marriage partner, benefit of  becoming a muslim, the sixth pillars of faith and other, etc.  
The use of authentic material in language classroom has same benefit. Martinez 
(2002) explains several benefits of using authentic material, they are: 
1. By using authentic material, students are exposed to real discourse, as in vidio or 
interview with famous people where intermediate students listen for general idea. 
2. Authentic material keep students informed about what is happening in the world, so 
that they have an intrinsic educational value. 
3. As language change is reflected in the material so that students and teacher can keep 
abreast of such changes.  
4. Reading text are ideal to teach or practice mini skills such as scanning  
5. Authentic material can encourage reading reading for pleasure. 
Nunan (1999), Spelleri (1999), D. Gardener&  Miller (1999) also supports that 
authentic sources lead greater interest and variety in the material that learners deals with 
in the classroom. It offers real language that is contextually rich and their relevance 
pertinent. Authentic materials can customize what textbooks have to make generic 
because of mass marketing consideration. It can help learners “ bridge the gap from the 
classroom lessons to real life by making immediate use of classroom lesson in their 
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lives. By exposing learners to authentic language  can help them develop develop their 
prediction skills and improve their strategies for dealing with uncertainty in 
understanding or using target language. 
Since authentic materials are not originally intended for teaching, teacher who 
want to use them should select the materials so that they can be of maximum benefit for 
the students’ learning. The material should appropriate with the syllabus, provide 
opportunity for communicative practice, the material should  facilitate self assessment, 
the propose is clear and uptodate, and the material likely to motivate the learners. 
To sum up, the teachers can use many materials that contain Islamic message 
from the book or authenctic material such as internet, tv, radio,etc. They should choose 
the appropriate book and other material based on the aim of the curriculum and 
syllabus. The teacher should be selective in choosing the material by considering the 
students level, students’ interest and the objective of the English subject. They should 
be creative to integrate Islamic message in to their English teaching in order to build up 
students Islamic character and minimize negative effect of westerm culture. 
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